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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

TERM 1 SNAPSHOTS

2018 Annual Report
Thank you to Ms Bailey for completing the 2018 Annual Report which 
was presented and endorsed at our Annual General Meeting on 18th 
March.  The Annual Report provides the community with information 
about the college’s performance in areas such as: NAPLAN, VCE, VCAL 
and VET.  It also looks at Attendance Data as well as Student, Staff and 
Parent survey results and includes a Finance Report for the previous 
year.  The Annual Report will be uploaded to the college website shortly.

School Council 2019/2020
Following our Annual General Meeting, we held the first School Council 
Meeting for 2019 and I am pleased to announce the composition of our 
College School Council 2019/2020:
Parent Representatives:  Minh Do (President), Dr Qing Quan Liang, 
Sophia Tsobanis (Vice President), Karen Trevorrow, Rebecca Nguyen 
and Tina Ly-Yang
DET Representatives: Kelly Panousieris (Executive Officer), Arlene 
Bailey (Treasurer), Tania Gadea, Pepe Gillies and Sean McMahon
Student Representatives:  Bailey Campbell and Georgia Tsobanis
Community Members:  We still have several vacancies which we hope 
to fill shortly
Invited Visitors: (Non-Council Members), Tim Murphy (Facilities 
Manager), John Paul Tran (Student Representative Council President) 
and Jacqueline Gadea (Student Representative Council Vice President)
Minutes Secretary: Karyll Chalmers

At this meeting, Council were presented with a letter from Cleo 
Nnadiekwe notifying us of her intention to resign her position on Council 
due to competing work demands.  We thank Cleo for her participation 
and contribution over the past three years on council and her ongoing 
support of the college.

I am highly confident that our new School Council will continue to work 
on behalf of our entire College community to help us meet the challenges 
of our continual improvement agenda. Can I personally thank all Council 
members for being so willing to be involved and to give of their time.

Curriculum Day – 14th March
Thank you to School Council for approving our recent Curriculum Day.  It 
was a very productive day with our Teaching and Learning Coordinator, 
Ms Marich and our three Learning Specialists, Ms Campbell, Ms 
Hommelhoff and Ms Manning leading teachers through work on the 
two High Impact Teaching Strategies (HITS) of ‘Explicit Teaching’ and 
‘Worked Examples.’ In Session 2, faculties examined the implementation 
of these specific HITS in their subject areas across all year levels and in 
Session 3, we had several guest speakers deliver a presentation to all 
staff on Koorie Cultural Understanding and Safety Training (CUST).  The 
purpose of this mandatory DET training is to increase understanding of 
Koorie culture, history and experiences and to develop practices that 
ensure culturally inclusive and safe schools.

Difficult conversations with children
Our College was deeply saddened by the tragedy which occurred in 
Christchurch recently.  This event has had and may continue to have 
a significant impact on the lives of many students and their families. 
Students are reminded of the support that the school can provide for 
them through our Wellbeing Team and parents may be interested in the 
link below to an article written by the parenting expert, Michael Grose. It 
may help you to broach this difficult subject with your child/ren.
https://www.parentingideas.com.au

Parent/Teacher Interviews
Thank you to parents/guardians and students for your attendance during 
our recent Parent/Teacher Interviews.  I now encourage all families to 
talk openly with their children about classwork and assessment items 
and to reflect on the comments from these interviews as this will help 
guide them through Term 2 and beyond and assist them to achieve 
continual growth.

School Holidays
The last day of the school term is Friday 5th of April.  The school day will 
finish at 2:18pm and the office will be closed at 3:30 pm on that day.   I 
wish everyone a safe and restful holiday.  We look forward to welcoming 
our students back on Tuesday 23rd of April, for the start of Term 2.

Kelly Panousieris

WESTERN BULLDOGS 
LEADERSHIP PROJECT

Congratulations to 
Jacqueline Gadea of 
10I for successfully 
applying to partici-
pate in The Western 
Bulldogs Community 
Foundation’s Youth 
Leadership & Devel-
opment program.  The 
program provides 
young people with 
hands on opportuni-
ties to become en-

gaged in a learning pathway and grow as social 
leaders.

Established by the Western Bulldogs in 2013, 
The Western Bulldogs Leadership Project (for-
merly Whitten Project) offers unique opportuni-
ties for young people to build confidence, make 
new friendships and develop skills that will 
enable them to become future leaders in their 
community.

YEAR 11 & 12 CONNECTEDNESS ACTIVITY



GRADE 6 TRANSITION DAY
We have definitely had an exhilarating 
end to Term One 2019. Over two 
hundred Grade 5 and 6 students visited 
Braybrook College from our local 
Primary Schools and we showed them 
a selection of some of the programs we 
have to offer.
 
Our Year 11 VCAL Student Leaders 
took school tours, answered questions 
and assisted throughout the day. 
They were organised by their VCAL 
Coordinator, Maria Petrides and our 
Community Liaison Officer, Toula 
Hristoforidis. Many of our leaders were 
from the same Primary Schools as our 
visiting students. This created a lot of 
excitement when our Primary School 
students and staff recognised so 
many familiar faces. Many hugs were 
exchanged as teachers and students 
caught up after years apart. Our thanks 
must go to our Transition Day Student 
Leaders who did an amazing job and 
deserve congratulations for their efforts. 
Well Done!
 
Visiting Primary students experienced 
many varied classes run by our 
dedicated staff. The students eagerly 
compared their different experiences 
and discussed which were their 
favourite activities.
 
Our Transition Day concluded with 
performances from our extremely 
talented Braybrook College acapella 
group and three different senior rock 
bands. These talented students were 
managed by our Music Coordinator, 
Pepe Gillies. Visiting Primary School 
students were captivated by the 
performances and it was an outstanding 
finale to the day.
 
I would like to remind parents of the 
enrolment application deadline for 
Grade 6 students wishing to join our 
college community. All enrolment forms 
must be submitted to your Primary 
Schools by the end of Term 2.
 
Any interested families can book a 
College Tour at 9.30am on the following 
dates: Tuesday 30th April, Thursday 
16th May or Tuesday 28th May. You can 
book by contacting Toula Hristoforidis. 
There, you will have the opportunity to 
see more of our college and ask any 
questions you may have.
 
Mr Ventura - Transition Coordinator

2019 TWILIGHT EXPO

It has certainly been a busy term!  In addition 
to our College Tours and Transition Day, 
we also undertook Braybrook College’s 
annual Twilight Expo, opening our college 
to prospective families.  Scores of families 
were escorted on tours of our College, 
led by our Leaders of Leadership (LOLs)
who were organised by Toula Hristoforidis 
our Community Liaison Officer and Petti 
Hadzisavas, our Wellbeing Coordinator. 
Visiting families observed presentations, 
displays, student work and actual classes 
as well as attending the Principal’s address. 
  
There was much interest in our College and 
programs and we were proud to see our 
students come to the fore. Many of our 
students ran activities, performed live and 
fielded parent (and student) questions. They 
certainly made our College proud.  
 
Congratulations to all involved! 

YEAR 10 GUEST SPEAKER - ABDI ADEN
How do you overcome adversity? What does it 
mean to treat others with respect? These were 
the questions that Abdi Aden addressed when 
he spoke to the Year 10 students on Wednesday 
the 6th of March. Abdi told the students about 
his inspiring story of escaping the civil war in 
Somalia, making his way to a refugee camp in 
Kenya and finding success in Australia. Abdi 
arrived in Australia just before his sixteenth 
birthday and enrolled at Brunswick Secondary 
College. Success did not come easy to Abdi: he 
had no contacts in Australia and he had to learn 
how to speak English. However, after studying 
for a VCAL certificate and working hard, Abdi 
has graduated from university, started a career 
as a social worker, started a second career as 
an entrepreneur, bought a house, written an 
autobiography and started a family of his own. 
His message to the students at Braybrook 
College was simple: Don’t feel sorry for yourself. 
See the best in others. Work hard and always 
keep a positive outlook on life. 

Mr Van Brink - Year 10 Coordinator

On Friday the 8th of March, Braybrook College 
celebrated International Women’s Day. The aim 
of this day is to celebrate the social, economic, 
cultural and political achievements of women. The 
theme for this year was “Balance for Better”, a 
message that aims to motivate and unite friends, 
colleagues and whole communities to think, 
act and create gender-balanced communities. 
The Braybrook College library embraced this 
day with decorations and activities that engage 
and stimulate our students to think about this 
day and what it means. The Braybrook College 
Amnesty International group opened the day with 
a presentation and four speakers: Pinky Lung 
Baw, Esther Lian, Hamda Hussein and Cherry 
Thang Eng, who made moving speeches. The 
Trivia competition was attended by supportive 
and enthusiastic students and the winner was 
Maya Ashraf. The International Women’s Day 
Library competition was won by Katie Vo. The 
competition asked students to answer questions 
and identify a range of inspirational women.

Some standout entries included:
“My mother is not a famous woman but she is the 
woman who I look up to and is the one who raised 
me and my siblings in the best way she can. She is 
the reason I have an education and happiness in my 
life”.  - Pinky Lung Baw 

“My mum is one of my biggest influences; I’ve learnt 
so much from her and love her stories. I also love 
Mulan.  She has inspired me to share my opinions 
and do what is right, even if I am a girl”.  - Katie Vo

Thank you to all the staff and students for making 
this a special day. 

Ms Hobbs - Equal Opportunity Coordinator

INTERNATIONAL WOMENS DAY 



The Year 7 Sleepovers have again taken place during Term 1 this year. 
Members of our Year 10 and 11 Leaders of Leadership (LOLs ) and Year 7 
energetic teachers ran evening activities in the Gym, which encouraged 
the Year 7s to work together and develop closer bonds. 
 
The Year 7s, senior students and teachers then enjoyed a BBQ dinner 
put together by Braybrook College LOLs, under the guidance of Ms. 
Hadzisavas. Following dinner, the students worked up a sweat playing 
some rather frenzied dodgeball and team building activities. Back in the 
Library, the Year 7s and their teachers, who kindly volunteered to sleep 
over, watched a film or two before trying to get some well-deserved sleep. 
 
When the Year 7 students left for home on Saturday morning, many were 
a bit tired, but also happy at having attended the Sleepover with some 
new friends.

Mr Ventura - Year 7 Coordinator
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DEBATING RESULTS - ROUND 1

Our senior debating season with the Debaters Association of Victoria 
has begun. After an exceptionally successful 2018 season, including 
a state quarter-final finish by the Year 11s and a colossal semi-final 
showdown for the Year 9s, our teams were keen to return to form and 
start the season strong - not as underdogs, but as favourites.

A Grade (Year 12) def. Caroline Chisholm Catholic College
Steven Banh, Michelle Ko, Arif Jakupi

Given the tough topic of replacing our parliamentary system with 
randomly selected citizens, our Year 12s were able to identify crucial 
flaws in our government system and present a convincing case for 
the representation afforded by sortition. Showing their experience and 
confidence from last year’s extended campaign, our Year 12s emerged 
victorious, with Arif and Steven being awarded Best Speaker.

C Grade (Year 10) def. Australian International Academy (forfeit)
Bailey Campbell, Shauna Murtagh, Alfa Joe

Still feeling the semi-final defeat from last year, the Year 10s were already 
setting their sights on another clean sweep of the regular season. 
However, their opponents withdrew before the event, and the Year 10s 
were automatically given the win.

D Grade (Year 9) def. Mt St Joseph’s Girls
Emily Nguyen, Quynh Tran, Brendan Le

After an undefeated junior season, the Year 9s made their debut 
appearance after trials and selection, with Brendan Le stepping up as a 
replacement speaker to make his first ever competitive debating speech. 
With high expectations to live up to, the Year 9s were able to present 
a convincing case on the banning of horse racing. Quynh Tran was 
awarded Best Speaker for her performance as third speaker.

Congratulations to all Braybrook debating teams for sealing a flawless 
first round. We are one step closer to going one step further.

Mr D. Nguyen - Debating Coordinator

2019 HOUSE CAPTAINS AND LEADERS

YEAR 9 GUEST SPEAKER - MIKE SPEARS
Mike Spears, who is a former NBL basketball player, 
visited our school on the 19th of March to talk to the 
Year 9s. Spears came to talk to us about achieving 
our goals and to give us motivation. He talked about 
his past and hardships, how he overcame them and 
reached his goals. He also mentioned the different 
programs he participated in to help students, such 
as Helping Hoops. The Year 9s really enjoyed his 
visit and we believe that a lot can be taken out from 
what he said. Mike mentioned that giving up should 
not be an option and that we should always try our 
best; he described this through his own personal 
experiences. He reminded us that we’re role models 
to our younger siblings and what we do will reflect 
upon them as well. Overall, the whole year level 
was really grateful for the opportunity to meet 
Mike Spears and to hear what he had to say about 
overcoming challenges. We thank our teachers for 
arranging this presentation and we express our 
deepest gratitude to Mike Spears. We laughed 
endlessly and we hope that Mike will return to talk 
to other year levels at our school.

Vivian Le 9G and Lisa Tran 9B

NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST 
BULLYING & VIOLENCE!

On Friday the 15th of March, students in the Wellbe-
ing SRC portfolio ran a stall for National Day of Action 
against Bullying and Violence. The Wellbeing Team had 
approximately three hundred pledge cards for students 
and teachers to decide how they will take actions against 
bullying; accompanied by ribbons and lollies for those 
that made a pledge. It started off quite slowly, but soon 
more and more students started to gather. With the help 
of the Wellbeing Teachers, we were able to gather as many 
pledges as possible with a huge crowd surrounding the 
tables. We must say, the results were more successful 
than we thought they would be. The Wellbeing Faculty 
plans to display these pledge cards in order to show how 
Braybrook College will take a stand against acts of bully-
ing and violence. We would like to thank the students and 
staff members who participated in writing up a pledge and 
taking action on this special day to try and make a differ-
ence in our school community.

Jenny Nguyen 11B and Thien Thu Nguyen 11A       
Wellbeing Portfolio Heads



Could parents please help our office staff by understanding that except in an 
emergency, students cannot be collected from class before the final bell.
The guidelines below may help you in these particular situations:
A scheduled appointment - Leaving school early - Please provide a note to the Year Level Coordinator.  
The Coordinator will issue the pass to release the student at the required time.
Lunches - Student lunches, on the odd occasion, may be left with the staff in the General Office.
Messages for Students - In an emergency, a verbal message will be passed to the student. 

WHAT TO DO WHEN - COLLECTING STUDENTS
If your child is to be collected by you or your approved representative during the school day, you must 
present at the General Office and witness your child signing the Early Leavers’ Book.

WHAT TO DO WHEN -  A STUDENT IS LATE
Students should see the Attendance Officer for a Late Pass.  Late arrivals to school must present a Late 
Pass before a teacher will admit them to a classroom.  

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL (SRC) 2019

While most students have an excellent attendance record, some have a 
tendency to think it is okay to stay home if there is a variation to the normal 

program.  Research has indicated that some student 
absence is condoned by parents.  This is a cause for 

great concern.  The Department of Education has 
a campaign in schools called ‘IT’S NOT OKAY TO 

BE AWAY’ to raise student and parent awareness of 
the need to attend school every day. There are posters 

around the college to help spread the message.  Please 
do not allow your child  to persuade you that it doesn’t 

matter if they miss the last day of term for example. 
We examine the attendance records of all students at the college.  

Parents of students whose attendance is a cause for concern will be 
contacted so that together, we can work towards improvement.  Attendance 
records are examined by government auditors and every absence must be 
explained and approved.  Notice is always given for student-free days or an 
early finish but if in doubt, please contact the school.  Students will, at times, 
pressure you to approve odd days off but please support the school and 
insist that they attend.  

WHAT TO DO WHEN A STUDENT IS ABSENT
Please remember that you can phone the College 24/7 if your child is going 
to be absent from school.  Our answering service has a dedicated line just for 
student absence calls, so please leave a message, providing the student’s 
full name, Homegroup and reason for absence. A note of explanation from 
a parent or guardian must be given to the Year Level Coordinator or Sub 
School Leader immediately upon returning to school. If students are likely to 
be absent for several days, please contact the school in advance.

IT’S NOT OK 
TO BE AWAY

STUDENT ATTENDANCE

The Student Representative Council (SRC) is the peak body for 
students at Braybrook College that is open to students of all years to 
join at any given time. The SRC offers a voice to students and enables 
them to act on issues that matter to them. 

With almost one hundred members, the 2019 Braybrook College SRC 
looks promising, with new and exciting upcoming projects planned 
for the rest of the year. The SRC structure has five portfolios, which 
all work to facilitate different projects according to their respective 
interests. These are:

Publicity: responsible for advocating and carrying student voice to a 
wider community through social media and communications. 
Led by Andrew Nguyen of Year 11. 

Fundraising: is responsible for all fundraising initiatives of the SRC 
Led by Isabela Raymundo, Emily Nguyen and Lam Trinh of Year 10 and 
Huyen Tran of Year 11.

Environment: responsible for raising awareness of 
environmental issues within the college, as well as 
encouraging sustainable practices.  
Led by Georgia Tsobanis and Alvin Huang of Year 11

Education and Maintenance: responsible for 
expressing student interest on how to improve  College 
facilities, programs and curriculum. 
Led by Jenny Chan and Lucy Huynh of Year 11

Wellbeing: responsible for maintaining a healthy 
lifestyle and mindset, as well as  providing a safe 
and supportive environment for both students and 
teachers. 
Led by Thien Nguyen and Jenny Nguyen from Year 11 

Social events: responsible for running events for 
students of all year levels of varying interests.  
Led by Faisa Hashi and Samira Ismail.

On the 15th of March, the Wellbeing portfolio ran a 
stall for National Day of Action Against Bullying and 
Violence and students were asked to make a pledge 
on how they will stand up to bullying. The SRC would 
like to thank Ms McLean for working with the SRC to 
make this happen! 

The main goal for the SRC for the remainder of the term 
will be to plan for our upcoming annual SRC Day. 

The SRC is open to everyone and we would love to 
see some new faces! Just come along to B1 on a 
Wednesday lunchtime and we will sort you out! 
See you there! 

John Paul Tran - SRC President 
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SOCIAL EVENTS

STUDENT DROP-OFFS AND PICK-UPS
Parents are asked NOT to drive into the school grounds to drop students off.  The 
practice is dangerous for student and staff pedestrians and also causes traffic con-
gestion at the gates.  Please drop off in the designated area adjacent  to the school 
in Duke Street and Burke Street.

If you are visiting the school during school hours, there are visitors’ car parking 
spaces close to the General Office, off Duke street.  Please do not park anywhere 
else inside the grounds.

Thank you for your cooperation.

IMPORTANT DATES 
TO REMEMBER

TUESDAY 23RD APRIL
1ST DAY OF TERM 2

WEDNESDAY 24TH APRIL
ATHLETICS CARNIVAL

THURSDAY 25TH APRIL
ANZAC DAY HOLIDAY
FRIDAY 26TH APRIL

2020 YEAR 7 
SEEK APPLICATIONS DUE

MONDAY 6TH MAY 
TO FRIDAY 10TH MAY

YEAR 11 AND 12 VCAL 
WORK PLACEMENTS

MONDAY 13TH MAY 
TO FRIDAY 17TH MAY

DRAMA WEEK 
MONDAY 20TH MAY 

TO FRIDAY 24TH MAY
MULTICULTURAL WEEK AND 
BUSINESS ACTIVITY WEEK

TUESDAY 14TH MAY 
TO THURSDAY 16TH MAY
YEAR 7 AND 9 NAPLAN

NATIONAL LITERACY & NUMERACY TESTS
MONDAY 3RD JUNE

TO FRIDAY 7TH JUNE
YEAR 8 EXAMS

MONDAY 10TH JUNE
QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY

WEDNESDAY 12TH JUNE
UNIT 3 & 4 GAT EXAM
TUESDAY 11TH JUNE

TO FRIDAY 14TH JUNE
YEAR 11 EXAMS

FRIDAY 14TH JUNE
REPORT WRITING DAY

FRIDAY 14TH JUNE
ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL 

STUDENT CULTURAL EXCURSION
WEDNESDAY 19TH JUNE

MID-YEAR VCE MUSIC CONCERT
MONDAY 24TH JUNE 

TO FRIDAY 28TH JUNE
YEAR 9 & 10 EXAMS

FRIDAY 28TH JUNE
LAST DAY OF TERM 2
SATURDAY 29TH JUNE
YEAR 12 FORMAL


