
work and effort in class and parents can 
expect to be notified if teachers have concerns 
about their children’s rate of progress.  I ask 
parents to support their children to complete 
all work requirements/assessment tasks to 
ensure they obtain the best results possible.  
I also recommend that parents encourage 
their children to attend Homework Club (run 
separately for Junior, Middle and Senior 
schools) and even the Numeracy Centre 
(open every lunchtime and staffed by a Maths 
teacher) all of which offer students support 
to complete their homework and/or revision. 
Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s 
Year Level Team if you wish to discuss 
anything further and just a reminder that End 
of Semester reports will be mailed out on the 
last day of this term (28th June). 

Find My School
The Department of Education recently 
launched its new website, Find My School. 
The site aims to support parents, particularly 
at the time of transition from Grade 6 to Year 
7, to select their nearest neighbourhood 
school. The site provides maps which clearly 
indicate the zone for each secondary school. 
Click here to access Find My School https://
www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/

And finally.. 
As the cold weather has begun, please make 
sure that your child has the warm winter 
uniform – woollen jumper, blazer, long pants, 
winter skirt, and long sleeve shirts. Polos have 
now been phased out so must not be worn 
and the sports jacket cannot be worn with 
school uniform. Please also note that non-
uniform tops and jackets, any scarves apart 
from the school scarf, and other non-uniform 
items must not be worn at school, or on the 
way to or from school. We greatly appreciate 
your support in ensuring that your child is in 
full uniform. If you need assistance with this, 
please contact your child’s Year Level Team 
or an Assistant Principal.

Kelly Panousieris

352 Ballarat Road BRAYBROOK  3019
Phone: 9312 2900
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IMPORTANT DATES 
TO REMEMBER

MONDAY 3RD JUNE - FRIDAY 7TH JUNE
YEAR 8 EXAMS

MONDAY 10TH JUNE
QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY

WEDNESDAY 12TH JUNE
UNIT 3 & 4 GAT EXAM

TUESDAY 11TH JUNE - FRIDAY 14TH JUNE
YEAR 11 EXAMS

FRIDAY 14TH JUNE
REPORT WRITING DAY

FRIDAY 14TH JUNE
ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL 

STUDENT CULTURAL EXCURSION
WEDNESDAY 19TH JUNE

MID-YEAR VCE MUSIC CONCERT
MONDAY 24TH JUNE - FRIDAY 28TH JUNE

YEAR 9 & 10 EXAMS
FRIDAY 28TH JUNE

LAST DAY OF TERM 2
SATURDAY 29TH JUNE
YEAR 12 FORMAL

MONDAY 15TH JULY
1ST DAY TERM 3

As we move through May and closer to 
June, the significant 6-month mark, it has 
been pleasing to observe students working 
diligently in classes.

Last week (14th-16th May), our Year 7 and 9 
students have participated in the nation-wide 
NAPLAN Testing. These tests are conducted 
annually and cover reading, writing, language 
conventions and numeracy. The tests provide 
strong information and effective indicators of 
how our students are travelling and what their 
learning needs are. 

Over the next couple of weeks, students are 
also undertaking the annual Student Attitudes 
to School Survey which will, for the first time, 
be completed online.  Data produced from the 
survey will be used to inform our practices re-
lating to student connectivity to the College 
and to evaluate our whole school programs. 

In other events, the Year 12 Theatre Studies 
class delivered noteworthy performances of 
’39 Steps’ a play written by John Buchanan; 
the SRC Day and Year 11 Business Week 
were a huge success again this year as was 
our annual Athletics carnival; City Cite excur-
sions have been enjoyed by Year 9s and sev-
eral anti-bullying plays have been presented 
to students.
Attendance and Punctuality
I would like to highlight the importance of 
attendance and punctuality at school.  As 
mandated by the education department, the 
college follows up daily on absences. To make 
the most out of their education, students need 
to be on time to school and classes with all 
their materials ready to learn. I would just like 
to remind students that punctuality to class 
is in their best interest, as the key to success 
at school is regular attendance. It is crucial 
that students are not late as not only can this 
interrupt the learning of others but it means 
that they are missing vital instructional time.
 
End of Semester Reports
Currently all teachers are assessing students’ 

On Wednesday 1st May, Braybrook College 
hosted a visit from two Education Agents, 
Ms Vy Huynh  from Ho Chi Minh City  and Ms 
Nhung Tran from Da Nang, Vietnam.  They 
work for a company called New Generation 
and were visiting to find out more about the 
educational opportunities for International 
students in Australia.  Braybrook College is a 
highly regarded school amongst Vietnamese 
International students which is why the agents 
requested a visit to our college – they wanted 
to get a first-hand insight into our programs 
and facilities.  They were very impressed with 
what they saw, but were disappointed when 
we told them that our International Program is 
completely full for 2019 and 2020.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS’ EDUCATION AGENT VISIT

With the onset of the colder weather we would 
like to remind families that students must be in full 
school uniform at all times.
• The only acceptable jacket is the college 

blazer available at the Uniform Shop for $165
• Second hand blazer - $90 (selected sizes 

available, see Ms Bailey or Mr McMahon)
• For added warmth, a plain white t-shirt or 

singlet can be worn under the college shirt
• A fleecy college scarf (blue or black) is 

available at the Uniform Shop for $15.  No 
other scarves are permitted.

UNIFORM

OTHER UNIFORM REMINDERS:
• Shoes must be all black leather shoes
• Socks worn with the dress, skirt or shorts must 

be white and have no logos
• Ties must be worn with the school shirt and 

jumper.  They are available at the Uniform 
Shop for $20

• Sports jacket is NOT to be worn with the 
College Uniform

NOTE - Polos (with or without a college logo) are 
no longer acceptable as a part of the school unifom.

Family support is vital to ensure students are in 
full school uniform.  Uniform checks are conducted 
on a regular basis and non-uniform items will be 
confiscated.  Families will be contacted if there are 
any issues.



YEAR 11 VCAL CAMP

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT LUNCHEON

The annual Athletics Carnival was held on 
Wednesday the 24th April at Newport Athletics 
Track. Our four Houses, Centaur, Gryphon, Peg-
asus and Phoenix battled it out for this year’s 
Athletics title. The day ran very smoothly with the 
weather even warming up for us later in the day.

There was excellent participation and enthusiasm 
from our students on the day. Students in Years 7 
to 11 wore their House colours proudly and com-
peted in a range of track and field events.

The four Houses fought it out all day and it be-
came a very close race between Centaur and 
Phoenix Houses in particular. Everyone per-
formed very well but in the end the House that 
won with a lead of only 14 points was Phoenix 
House led by Mr Lekakis and Ms L Nguyen, fol-

lowed by Centaur, coming in a close second.

 A very big thank you must go to Mr Bak-
er, the Sports Coordinator for organising the 
day and the many staff and student helpers 
that worked tirelessly to make the day a 
great success for all. 

 Mr Welch - Co-curricular Coordinator

 
 HOUSE POINTS TALLY:
 
1st:  PHOENIX HOUSE     - 727
2nd:  CENTAUR HOUSE  - 713
3rd:  GRYPHON HOUSE  - 644
4th:  PEGASUS HOUSE  - 634

 ATHLETICS SPORTS 
CARNIVAL 2019

ROBOGALS
On the 22nd of March 
several of our Year 9 female 
students participated in 
an engineering program 
at the school. RoboGals 
is an organisation run by 
university engineering 
students.  The main goal 
is to inspire, empower and 
engage young women into 
engineering and related 
fields because currently 
women only make up 

Wellbeing Portfolio’s 
traditional “BREAKFAST 
CLUB” has kicked off 
again this year every 
Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday morning. It is a 
space where Year 7s are 
provided breakfast such 
as a warm toast, cereal 
and even hot chocolate. 
It’s a friendly environment 
where students are able 
to be involved in fun activities such as mystery jigsaw 
puzzles, uno etc. or even do their homework. This club 
is rapidly growing in numbers as more Year 7 students 
decide to join the warm and welcoming atmosphere and 
spend time with their friends. The Wellbeing Portfolio also 
aims to aid Year 7s with the stress of transitioning into 
high school through The Breakfast Club, focusing on their 
health and wellbeing. Being prepared for a difficult day of 
school is very important and having a proper breakfast 
and spare time to complete homework will be extremely 
helpful. We would like to thank the Wellbeing Team for 
supplying the Breakfast Club with resources needed and 
our Wellbeing portfolio SRC members for never failing to 
show up to spend time with us and those who stay until 
the end to help clean up. 

“The Breakfast Club is eggcellent, so you butter come and 
break the fast”. 
 
Wellbeing Portfolio Heads
Jenny Nguyen 11B and Thien Thu Nguyen 11A

BREAKFAST CLUB
‘LIVIN LA VIDA MOCHA’

28% of the STEM 
workforce with only 14% 
in engineering. 
 
Our students learnt 
about engineering and 
were then tasked with 
coding a robot to: make 
a figure 8 on the ground, 
follow a white line and 
finally to fight in a robot 
wrestling rink against their 
fellow students’ robots.  
 
Braybrook College would 
like to thank RoboGals 
for providing an engaging 
program and for inspiring 
our students to set their 
goals high. 

Matthew Greer

The Year 11 VCE Theatre Studies class from 
Braybrook College and the Year 11 VCE Theatre 
Studies class from Caulfield Grammar are 
working together on exploring how to produce 
and present Contemporary Indigenous Theatre. 
This term, the Braybrook students travelled to 
the Caulfield Grammar campus in Wheelers Hill 
where they met the Caulfield Grammar students 
to explore the characters and themes in ‘Black 
Diggers’ written by Tom Wright and ‘The Seven 
Stages of Grieving’ written by Wesley Enoch 
and actress Deborah Mailman. The students 
participated in a workshop of drama activities 
where they collaborated with students they had 
just met to critically investigate creative ways of 
respectfully portraying Indigenous characters, 
cultures and stories. The students from Caulfield 
Grammar will also visit Braybrook for further 
explorations and workshops. 
‘Black Diggers’ and ‘The Seven Stages of 
Grieving’ will be presented by the Year 11 
Theatre Studies class on Tuesday the 4th and 
Wednesday the 5th of June in the drama room 
at Braybrook College. If you are interested 
in attending the performance please contact 
Mr Byrne on 93122900 or byrne.andrew.a@
edumail.vic.gov.au

YEAR 11 
THEATRE STUDIES



DEBATING
The Braybrook Debating teams participated in the second round of the DAV 
Williamstown competition on Wednesday 1st May. With high expectations and 
a new reputation as fearsome and confident speakers, each team tackled tough 
issues and faced formidable opponents.

A Grade (Year 11 & 12): 
John Paul Tran, Arif Jakupi,
Timothy Han

The senior team faced Suzanne 
Cory High School, debating 
over whether companies should 
be prosecuted through the 
criminal justice system for using 
sweatshops. The Braybrook 
team used their legal expertise 
to present a counter-model of 
using the civil justice system to 
address the main issues of fair 
pay and working conditions. 
Though the result was close, the 
veteran Braybrook debaters pulled 
through with a victory.

Season Record:
vs. Caroline Chisholm Catholic College: W
vs. Suzanne Cory High School: W

C Grade (Year 10): 
Bailey Campbell, Shauna Murtagh, Alfa Joe
After a slow start to the season due to a first-round forfeit, the Year 10 students 
picked up from their 2018 semi-final run and hit the 2019 season with maximum 
intensity. They faced Al-Taqwa in a debate over the abolishment of political 
parties. In a heated back-and-forth argument, Braybrook was able to outline the 
major flaws and stagnation of the two-party system while diffusing the concerns 
of uncontrolled authoritarian governments, securing a well-deserved win. All 
speakers performed spectacularly, with Shauna Murtagh being awarded Best 
Speaker.

Season Record:
vs. Australian International Academy CS: W
vs. Al-Taqwa: W

D Grade (Year 9): 
Emily Nguyen, Henry Dinh, Quynh Tran
The Year 9 students went through a rigorous preparation process, including two 
practice debates featuring the reserve Year 9 students and the Year 8 debaters. 
This long journey prepared them thoroughly for their debate against Westbourne 
Grammar, in which they argued for a female quota for political parties. Braybrook 
presented the stark reality of inequality, misogyny and sexism in society, while 
at the same time using the opposition’s use of gender bias and stereotypes 
against them. The Year 9 team was able to present an exceptionally advanced 
and cohesive case covering the major social issues, earning them praise. They 
secured the win, with Quynh Tran being awarded Best Speaker.

Season Record:
vs. Mt St Joseph’s Girls: W
vs. Westbourne Grammar: W

With all teams maintaining a perfect record through Round 2, we are a step closer 
to achieving the ambitious goal of achieving consecutive perfect seasons and 
reaching the finals again. We are already beginning preparations for the next 
round, including the daunting Secret Topic rounds for the A and C Grade teams. 
Braybrook has undoubtedly earned its place as the team to beat this year.

YEAR 11 VCAL CAMP

The annual welcome luncheon for all International 
Students was held on the 20th of March. We 
were so delighted to be a part of this special 
meeting as the Principal, Assistant Principals, 
Sub-school Leaders, Year Level Coordinators 
together with teachers came to share the great 
joy of the new school year with us. 

During the lunch, the atmosphere was very 
cheerful as we met new people, made new 
friends and enjoyed lots of food including 
Vietnamese bread, pizzas and fresh fruits. Mrs 
Panousieris also addressed the luncheon to 
warmly welcome all international students and 
to set out some expectations for the year ahead.

This annual luncheon provides a great 
opportunity to welcome returning students and 
also new international students who have joined 
us this year. As most of us had been overseas, 
back home, over the holidays it was a great 
chance for us to catch up socially and for new 
students to meet other international students 
sharing the same experience as themselves.

At the end of the day, we all came home with 
big smiles on our faces since the event helped 
to develop connections between students and 
teachers. Such firm support from teachers 
as well as our friends has helped relieve our 
homesickness and loneliness during our time 
of studying abroad. We would like to say thank 
you to the International Student team for putting 
such efforts into organising this meaningful 
event for us.

Thao Dao - Year 11

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT LUNCHEON

ABCN organised for our 11VCAL 
class to attend an interview 
workshop at Accenture in the 
CBD.  Mentors worked with 
our students to give them 
confidence and valuable 
advice on how to make a good 
impression at their next job 
interview.  The Energy Accenture 
staff praised our students for 
their lovely manners and the 
way they conducted themselves 
during the workshop.  

Well done 11V!

INTERVIEW 
TO IMPRESS 
WORKSHOP

In late February, the Year 11 VCAL 
class put their leadership skills to the 
test at Rubicon Camp, Nayook.
When we arrived and checked out 
the site, we saw that the camp was 
very nice and clean. Our cabins were 
surrounded by beautiful mountain 
views which made us feel peaceful 
and quiet. 
The camp was terrific! We did lots 
of activities, including rafting and 
high ropes which were both fun and 
challenging. We also cooked wood-
fired pizzas and ate nutritional food 
which was fresh and delicious. We 
learnt a lot of new skills which we 
will always remember; we learnt that 
anyone is able to become a leader 
and that we can do anything we put 
our minds to. 

We shared cabins with our classmates 
which we would never have done if 
we didn’t go on this camp. This meant 
that we got to know more about each 
other and formed closer bonds as the 
camp went on. 

Overall, everyone who attended 
the camp enjoyed it. It was a 
great bonding time and a unique 
educational experience. 

By 11 VCAL Class



TERM 2 EXAMINATION 
TIMETABLE

YEAR 12
Wednesday 12th June
General Achievement Test (GAT) for all 
students completing Unit 3 / 4 subjects 

Wednesday  10th July - Friday 12th July 
(During Mid Year holiday break) 
Practice Exams for all subjects 
(Schedule to be provided to students)

YEAR 11
Tuesday 11th, Thursday 13th and Friday 14th 
June (Report Writing Day)
Exams for all subjects 
(Schedule to be provided to students)

YEAR 10
Term 2,  Week 10
Monday 24th June - Friday 28th June
Exams for all subjects 
(Schedule to be provided to students)

YEAR 9
Term 2,  Week 10
Monday 24th June - Friday 28th June
Exams for the four core and 
the combined Year 9/10 Elective subjects

YEAR 8
Term 2,  Week 7
Monday 3rd June - Friday 7th June
Exams to be conducted during normal time 
tabled classes for the four core subjects:
• English/English As an Additional 

Language
• Humanities
• Mathematics
• Science
(Schedule to be provided to students)

2019 CAMPS PROGRAM

The following Year Level Camps will be available to students this year, beginning in Term 3:

Year 
Level Camp Dates Places 

available
Approximate 

cost
Year 7 Wilsons Prom Camp Term 4, Week 9

4 days, 3 nights
Approximately 

40-50 $500

Year 8 Rubicon Camp Term 4, Week 7
5 days, 4 nights

Approximately 
40-50 $150

Year 9

Bogong (Ski) Camp Term 3, Week 1
5 days, 4 nights Approximately 20 $450

2 x DOXA 
Journey Camps 

(Hiking)

Term 4
Week 2 & Week 3
4 days, 3 nights

40 (20 students on 
each camp) $120

Year 10 Otways Camp Term 3, Week 2
5 days, 4 nights

Approximately 
40-50 $550 - $600

Year 11 Tasmania Trip Term 3, Week 6
6 days, 5 nights Approximately 40 $950

Further details about these camps will be provided during the term. Interested students should monitor 
Compass for updates and information sessions. They can also see Mr Spencer in the D5 Office.

CAMPS SPORTS AND EXCURSION FUND (CSEF) APPLY NOW
A reminder for those who haven’t yet applied, please come to the college Office with a current Health 

Care/Concession Card to lodge a claim form.  The annual CSEF amount per student is $225 for 
Secondary Students. Applications close on 28th June 2019

HOW MANY DAYS HAS YOUR CHILD MISSED? 
Absent

0 - 6 days
per year

A child with this attendance rate is able to take 
full advantage of the teaching and learning 
opportunities available to them.

Absent
7 - 10 
days

per year

A child with this attendance rate could miss 
over one year of schooling between Prep and 
Year 10.

Absent
11 - 20 
days

per year

This is a poor attendance rate.  A child with this 
attendance rate could miss over two years of 
schooling between Prep and Year 10.

Absent
20+ days
per year

This is a very poor attendance rate.  A child 
with this attendance rate could miss over two 
and a half years of schooling between Prep 
and Year 10.

FIRST AID - Please note that the school is unable to treat or bandage injuries that were 
sustained in out of school hours or on previous days.  If your child was hurt in weekend 
or evening activities, please seek the appropriate medical attention, as required. 
Any concerns, please contact 
Mrs Colleen Clarke, First Aid Coordinator

Remember:
•  students need to attend school 
regularly to make the most of edu-
cational opportunities
•  there is a direct link between 
school attendance and achieve-
ment later in life
•  poor attendance makes it diffi-
cult for children to form positive 
relationships with their peers
•  when young people are in school 
every day, they are safer and less 
likely to be victims of crime, or be-
come involved in crime 

April Waleryszek
Youth Support Officer

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 
On Thursday 9th of  May, SEED (Self-Esteem Education and 
Development) came in to conduct Respectful Relationships Workshops 
with the Year 9 cohort. Students were split into gender groups to enable 
them to discuss the specific gender stereotypes they encounter on a 
daily basis. The presenters from SEED spoke to the students about 
gender expectations, representation of gender in the media and the 
power of language around gender. The workshops were very well 
received, with students walking out of the sessions commenting on 
how “true” the words of the presenters were. The engaging discussions 
held in some classes after the presentations were reflective of how well 
our students responded to SEED and their presenters.

Erin McLean - Anti Harassment Contact

COLLECTING STUDENTS
If your child  has an appointment or needs to leave early:
1. Your child needs to bring a note from home and take the note to 

the Coordinators’ office in the morning.
2. The Coordinator will issue your child  with a ‘Temporary Pass’.
3. Your child needs to show this ‘Temporary Pass’ to their class 

teacher when they need to leave. (eg. The note states your child 
has an appointment at 2.00pm, the pass will be shown to their 
Period 5 teacher). 

4. Your child goes to the General Office to meet their Parent / 
Guardian who will sign them out.

TRAFFIC MATTERS
Picking up students after school is a traffic issue at most schools.  At 
Braybrook College we are surrounded by busy roads.  It is essential 
for the safety of our students that parents do not enter school car 
parks to drop off or pick up students before or after school AND that 
parents do not park, even temporarily, in the NO STANDING zones.  
Council officers have been issuing fines to drivers who ignore these 
zones.

On a similar theme, it is both a school rule and the law that students 
do not cross Ballarat Road unless they use the overpass or the pe-
destrian lights.  There have been serious accidents in the past and we 
will take firm action against any student who ignores this school rule.


