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In May and June, myself and seven other Year 10 
girls participated in the ABCN’s (Australian Business 
and Community Network) Focus program that gives 
female students the opportunity to be mentored by 
senior women in business.  We journeyed into the 
city and, over lunch, met with mentors from the 
Cross Yarra Partnership.  These successful women 
shared their expertise during three 2-hour work-
shops aimed at further developing our leadership 
qualities.  The lessons learnt from these inspirational 
women about time management, goal setting, lead-
ership styles and productivity have been invaluable.      

Before the sessions we also explored our city and 
further connected with our peers at significant 
places like the Shrine of Remembrance. A special 
thanks goes to Ms.Hadzisavas for making this op-
portunity possible.

Jacqueline Gadea

GIRLS LEADERSHIP 
FOCUS PROGRAM 

Congratulations to Tieu Bang 
Nguyen for her excellent 
achievement in VCE LOTE - 
Vietnamese First Language in 
2018 while she was in Year 11. 
She achieved an amazing study 
score in the subject and became 
one of 290 students in Victoria to 
be presented with a 2018 VCE 
Premier’s Award on Monday 3rd 
June at the Melbourne Convention 
Centre. These awards recognise 
students who have demonstrated 
outstanding achievement in the 
Victorian Certificate of Education 
(VCE). Tieu Bang Nguyen is to be 
praised for her outstanding efforts 
and brilliant performance in her 

2018 VCE 
PREMIER’S 

AWARDS

language learning journey throughout 
2018.  She is currently completing 
Year 12 and we wish her all the best 
with her studies.  Also, a big thank you 
to Ms Thanh Nguyen for her ongoing 
support of Tieu Bang and all students 
undertaking LOTE – Vietnamese at our 
college.

Furthermore, a huge congratulations 
to Roxana Sawmhal who also received 
a 2018 VCE Premier’s Award for her 
excellent result in Chin Hakha which 
was completed with the Victorian 
School of Languages.  Roxana was 
one of our Year 12 graduates last year 
and is currently studying Science at 
the University of Melbourne.

Congratulations to both girls.
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You only have to read through the 
many articles in this edition of the 
Braybrook College newsletter to see 
the myriad of opportunities our stu-
dents have to extend their learning 
outside of the classroom/school en-
vironment.  Activities such as excur-
sions, leadership programs, volun-
teer work, sports, year level events, 
work experience and extra-curricular 
activities add value to the classroom 
experiences of students, support the 
development of social skills as well 
as independent learning skills. 

These events, of course do not take 
place without a considerable invest-
ment in time by the organisers – the 
teachers.  Such activities require 
meticulous organisation and plan-
ning.  It is therefore important that 
we acknowledge the work our staff 
are doing in providing these enrich-
ing activities for our students as their 
efforts often go unnoticed. 

School Uniform

After our recent awareness-raising 
efforts with students around the 
wearing of correct uniform, I am 
happy to report that we have 
noticed a marked improvement 
over the past few weeks.  Thank 
you to parents/guardians for your 
ongoing commitment to working in 
partnership with us to ensure that 
your child’s uniform is complying with 
our uniform policy.  The uniform shop 
is open every Monday lunchtime and 
after school on Tuesdays so that 
families can stock up on uniform 
items.  Please do not hesitate to 
contact the college if you require 
advice around uniform.  Furthermore, 
if any families are experiencing 
issues with uniform supply, we are 
more than happy to assist.   

Principal’s Report
‘Respectful Relationships’ - Whole 
School Approach

Everyone in our community deserves 
to be respected, valued and 
treated equally.  The ‘Respectful 
Relationships’ whole-school 
approach is about embedding a 
culture of respect and equality 
across our entire community, from 
our classrooms to staffrooms, 
sporting fields and social events. This 
approach leads to positive impacts 
on students’ academic outcomes, 
their mental health, classroom 
behaviour and relationships between 
teachers, students, families and 
the community.  At Braybrook 
College, we began as a ‘Respectful 
Relationship’ partner school in 2018, 
and to date, staff have participated 
in several Professional Learning 
sessions with regional trainers 
and the Victorian Curriculum F-10 
teaching and learning materials 
around promoting respect, positive 
attitudes and behaviours are being 
rolled out in health and physical 
education classrooms.  

Exams and Semester One Reports

I wish students all the best with 
their upcoming exams and remind 
families that Semester One reports 
will be sent home during the final few 
days of Term 2, so now is the time to 
update your address/contact details 
with the General Office, if required.

Happy holidays everyone.

Kelly Panousieris

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

MONDAY 15TH JULY
 FIRST DAY OF TERM 3

MONDAY 20TH 
- FRIDAY 24TH AUGUST  

SCIENCE WEEK

MONDAY 15TH - FRIDAY 19TH JULY 
YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE WEEK

WEDNESDAY 28TH AUGUST
JUNIOR MUSIC CONCERT

6.00PM

MONDAY 15TH - FRIDAY 19TH JULY 
YEAR 9 BOGONG CAMP

MONDAY 26TH AUGUST 
- FRIDAY 30TH AUGUST 

BOOK WEEK
MONDAY 29TH JULY 

- FRIDAY 2ND AUGUST
NAIDOC WEEK

MONDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER 
- FRIDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER

 NUMERACY WEEK

THURSDAY 1ST AUGUST
AUSTRALIAN MATHS COMPETITION

THURSDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER - 
PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

STUDENT FREE DAY
MONDAY 5TH - FRIDAY 9TH AUGUST 

ENVIRONMENT WEEK
FRIDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER

YEAR 12 FANCY DRESS DAY
THURSDAY 1ST AUGUST

YEAR 11 - 2020
VCE INFORMATION EVENING 

6.30PM - ONWARDS

FRIDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER
LAST DAY OF TERM 3 - FINISH 

2.18PM

SUNDAY 18TH - FRIDAY 23RD AUGUST 
YEAR 11 TASMANIA CAMP

MONDAY 1ST OCTOBER
 FIRST DAY OF TERM 4



In term 2, week 5, the Year 11 Business 
Management classes were given the 
opportunity to contribute in a small 
business activity, where we were able to set 

up a small business stall in groups and sell 
products of our own.

Our business was named j’adore and included 
the following members: Emma, Courtney, 

Hanna, Minh and Tanya.

In our case, we decided to sell desserts 
and drinks including: truffle balls, 
crepes, cupcakes, brownies, tiramisu 
and lemon iced tea. Our business was 
very successful as we were able to sell 

out all of our products. We donated all 
of our profits earned to charity known for 

counselling refugees. 

Although we were very successful, the journey 
was a difficult one. We had many quarrels and 
disagreements between our group members 
where one wanted to keep their profits, which 
was going against our Partnership Agreement 
and business objectives. When conducting our 
business, we did not realise how stressful it 
would be due to the time restrictions and limits 
that we had.

Regardless, we were able to overcome these 
obstacles by communicating effectively with one 
another, deciding to split their profits from ours 
and making sure we were prepared in advance. 

On the day, we enjoyed selling our products 
to the students and teachers of Braybrook 
College and watching the faces of satisfaction. 
This was a very memorable experience and we 
recognised the importance of communication, 

MULTICULTURAL WEEK
Volunteering at FareShare

WOW!... what a mission to get to Fare-
Share, all the way in Abbottsford. Our 
deadline to be there was 8:45 am, so 
my fellow group members started to 
understand what it is like to be part of the 
Melbourne foot traffic. On the flip side, we 
managed to make it being just 2 mins past 
8:45 am. 

As we began our introduction to Fare-
Share and the purpose of this foundation, 
many of us were shocked to find out the 
statistics of food wastage across Australia. 
It made us all really feel grateful as to what 
Fare-Share is doing for the less fortunate 
people in Melbourne.  

When the introduction was finished, we 
were all very keen to get into the kitchen 
and start cooking, and we started straight 
off the bat. Everyone was split into groups 
preparing Quiches made from ingredients 
that local stores did not want. My group 
seemed to have a great rhythm of working 
in an assembly line manner and with 
that, we managed to make more than 
expected, making and packaging more 
than 1,400 quiches. Everyone enjoyed 
working together to in a loud and fast 
paced environment. It was a challenge for 
many people but for others, it was a piece 
of cake. 

How good is it to 
volunteer?

This year during Multicultural Diversity Week a group of 
students from the Amnesty International Club decided 
to support the Refugee Migrant Children Centre’s 
‘High School Essentials’ drive.  Staff and students we 
asked to donate items of stationery and other items 
that students need to help them with transition into 
high school.  Over the week the collection of items 
grew and the students were very proud to donate 
them to a representative from the RMCC.  Many 
thanks to all staff, students and families who donated 
to this worthy cause.

Business Management
Food Stalls

‘High School Essentials’ Drive

teamwork and ultimately 
learned how to run a small 
business.

To those of younger year 
levels looking into your 
VCE subject selections, 
we highly suggest you 
to pick up Business 
Management because of 
the experience you gain 
in a trial run of a business 
and the opportunities 
you are given. We also 
guarantee that you will 
all enjoy it as much as 
we did!

Emma Ayres &
Courtney
 Yang



Volunteering at FareShare
How good is it to 
volunteer?

THEATRE STUDIES PRODUCTIONS
The year 12 Theatre Studies class 
comprised of Elijah Hunapo, Iang Ku 
Lung Baw, Alexandre Marques de 
Roche, Liam Urch and Nolly Zaa Thang 
proudly presented their production of 
the hilarious ‘The 39 Steps’ to delighted 
audiences. A parody of the film by Alfred 
Hitchcock, the two hour play required 
the students to play multiple characters, 
perform slapstick comedy, adopt a 
multitude of accents and perfect their 
comic timing to expertly present this 
marathon of a comedy.  The students 
worked creatively, collaborating on 
designing the costumes, make-up, 
sound, lighting, set and props. They 
tirelessly rehearsed in and out of class, 
perfecting their roles to deliver a laugh-
out-loud performance centred on 
Richard Hannay, who had been framed 
for murder by international spies. The 
two hour performance was a smashing 
success! Congratulations!! Mr Byrne

The year 11 Theatre Studies class presented 
the play about the Aboriginal everywoman, 
‘The 7 Stages of Grieving’, written by First 
Nations playwright Wesley Enoch and First 
Nations actress Deborah Mailman, and 
‘Black Diggers’, a play about Indigenous 
soldiers who fought and died for Australia 
during World War 1. The presentation of the 
contemporary Indigenous plays coincided 
with Braybrook College recognising 
Reconciliation Week. The students in the 
year 11 Theatre Studies class collaborated 
on the design for this production, employing 
the use of symbolism to incorporate First 
Nations cultures and themes. The actors 
played the roles with respect and integrity, 
embodying the characters with maturity and 
sensitivity. Congratulations!! Mr Byrne and 
Miss Phillips

Year 11 Production

News from the 
Pathways Team

The VCE and Managed Individual Pathways staff provide an extensive 
VCE counselling and subject selection process for Year 10 students.  
However, if you or your child require additional support, please contact 
either Ms Brereton or Ms Gadea.

Term 3 Year 10 Course Counselling Timeline

WEEK 2 
• “Introduction to the VCE” lesson to each Year 10 class
• Homegroup session will contain information / course 

counselling activities

WEEK 3

• VCE Handbook distributed to Year 10 students
• Senior information session for Year 10 students
• Year 11 - 2020 VCE/VCAL Information Evening  for stu-

dents and parents
• Homegroup session will contain information / course 

counselling activities

WEEK 4
• Counselling of EAL classes re: 3 Year VCE. (Including a 

letter sent home)
• Homegroup session will contain information / course 

counselling activities

WEEK 5 • 3 Year VCE decision made
• Individual student counselling and course selection

Year 10 Work Experience 
All students from Year 10 will be undertaking  a one week Work Experience 
in Week 1 of Term 3.  This will allow students to experience a workplace  
and gain some understanding of the skills and knowledge that would 
be required in that industry.  Work Experience is a great opportunity 
for students to extend their network of contacts in the community.  We 
are always appreciative of the employers who assist our students in 
both Work Experience and Structured Workplace Learning.   We are 
also in the process of arranging for the VET students to undertake 
their Structured Workplace Learning in Term 3.  If any families are able 
to assist with offering work experience places, please let us know.   
 
Ms Archer, Mr Cholewinski and Mr Strover
Careers and Pathways 

When the clock hit 11:30 am it was time to have 
a break and have a taste of what we had created. 
Many were satisfied with what they had made, 
and others just wanted to kill their hunger and 
eat as many as they can. While we all sat down 
together, we shared a few laughs and it was great 
to see people bonding over such a good cause 
for the community.

After our break, a few people put the brakes on 
a bit and kind of dropped the ball so they had 
to recall their own batches of pastry cases and 
fix them again. As it came closer to the end of 
the day, everyone was happy to hear it was time 
to pack up as it was tiring work. After people 
cleaned up, the staff were amazed with the effort 
we had all put in to achieve an outstanding result. 

At the end of the day, we said our hoorays and 
thank you and all headed off home knowing in 
the back of our minds we had contributed a lot to 
the community, in feeding homeless people and 
helping to save our planet.  

- TANGAROA NGAWATI 

Year 12 Production



Congratulations to all our 
Braybrook College sporting 

teams for their achievements

Senior Boys Rugby

Divisional Cross Country

Year 8 Boys Tennis

Year 7 Girls Volleyball

Year 8 Boys Tennis

FRIGHT NIGHT
My burn bright experience 
Recap: Burn bright is a program 
that starts in Year 10 and 
continues in Year 11. 

My Year 10 Burn Bright Experience 
is an incursion for the whole Year 
10 Year Level who came to express 
their emotions, speak openly about 
difficulties (in and out of school) and be 
more socially friendly to each other.  We 
also had to write a letter to ourselves 
this year (2018) that we had to try and 
accomplish for next year (2019).

I felt that the program was personally 
good for me because it led me to know 
that others share similar problems as 
myself.  Everyone has different ways to 
cope and that I should personally try to 
put myself in other people’s shoes and 
help the situation in a safe and friendly 
manner.  I apologised for any grief or 
any uncomfortable situations that I 
might have caused.  It was good to 
apoligise and start fresh.

My overall experience was good 
because it might have made our year 
level stronger and in an emotional 
sense and to cleanse the soul from 
any bad energy.  I’m sure that others 
also feel that as well.  I think I speak on 
behalf of the year 10s when I say that 
we cannot wait for next year’s Burn 
Bright program to start.

Hayden Howey 
Year 10


