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IMPORTANT DATES 
TO REMEMBER

YEAR 11 TASMANIA CAMP 
SUNDAY 18th - FRIDAY 23rd AUGUST

SCIENCE WEEK
MONDAY 19th - FRIDAY 23rd AUGUST

YEAR 11 VET/VCAL 
WORK PLACEMENT/WORK EXPERIENCE

MONDAY 19th - FRIDAY 23rd AUGUST
BOOK WEEK

MONDAY 26th - FRIDAY 30th AUGUST
JUNIOR MUSIC CONCERT

6.00pm
WEDNESDAY 28th AUGUST

NUMERACY WEEK
MONDAY 2nd - FRIDAY 6th SEPTEMBER
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS

It is important that every parent makes an effort to attend   
Parent / Teacher interviews.   It is recommended that your 
children accompany you so that they can be included 
in the conversations. If you have any concerns prior to 
this interview, please contact the relevant Year Level 
Coordinator.

Please note that these Interim reports are not posted 
home - they are designed as the basis of a dialogue for 
developing improvement strategies for the remainder of 
the year.

THURSDAY 12th SEPTEMBER 
10.00am - 12.00noon

 1.00 - 3.00pm and 4.00 - 7.00pm
YEAR 12 DRESS UP DAY

FRIDAY 20th SEPTEMBER
LAST DAY OF TERM 3

FRIDAY 20th SEPTEMBER 2.18pm FINISH

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
It’s a pleasure to welcome you back to Term 
3 and extend a warm welcome to the new 
students (and families) who have joined 
Braybrook College this term.  We hope 
you enjoy your time at our school, 
form strong friendships and feel 
supported to achieve your goals.

Staffing Update
Returning from leave this term: Ms Erin 
Brown, Ms Annele Cook, Ms Julia Lindblad 
and Mr Darcy Mildenhall 
On leave for Term 3: Ms Helen Duffy, Ms Gullinar 
Gafar, Ms Mary Liokos, Ms Sandra Marich and Ms 
Maryanne Twomey 
On leave for the remainder of the year: Mr Tio 
Dong and Ms Erin McLean 
New maintenance team members: Mr Andrew 
Brown and Mr Mario Mandic

Recognising Effort and Achievement 
In order to support all students to successfully 
complete the semester and year, Year Level 
Coordinators, after checking Semester 1 reports, 
have recently organised Award Luncheons at each 
sub-school, to recognise students’ fantastic effort 
and achievement.  They have also identified students 
needing additional support and encouragement, 
particularly those whose results were unsatisfactory 
in two or more subjects.  If you have any questions 
about your daughter or son’s Semester 1 reports, 
please contact their coordinators to discuss your 
concerns.

Learning Specialists
Learning Specialists are highly experienced 
teachers who remain in the classroom but provide 
models of exemplary teaching practice to their 
colleagues, conduct classroom observations and 
focus on the delivery of the High Impact Teaching 

strategies to improve student outcomes.  Congratulations to 
the following teachers who have recently been appointed to the 
Substantive Learning Specialist roles for the next three years: Ms 
Susan Campbell, Ms Allison Hommelhoff and Ms Claire Manning.  
Additionally, Ms Annele Cook, Ms Alison Ryan and Ms Rosa Tran 
have been appointed to the Acting Learning Specialist positions for 
the next six months. The Learning Specialist Team, led by Leading 
Teacher, Ms Jacqueline  Lynch has run whole-school professional 
learning for our teachers and is providing ongoing mentoring to 
new teachers to the school, particularly our graduates.

Year 10 Work Experience
I would like to acknowledge our Year 10 students who completed 
their work placements Week 1 this term.  I hope they experienced 
an enjoyable taste of work life, which has helped clarify possible 
future pathways.  There have been some very positive reports 
from supervisors who praised the commitment, enthusiasm and 
communication skills of many of the students.  It was an excellent 
opportunity for the students to develop their work-related skills.  A 
huge thank you to the Careers Team for their mammoth effort to 
organise over 200 student placements and to the Year 10 teachers 
who conducted work experience visits.  Well done to all.

Term 3 Curriculum Day
On Friday 26th July all teaching staff took part in a whole school 
curriculum day.  The first part of the day was a presentation by 
guest speaker, Andrew Douch focusing on the findings of cognitive 
science and educational research.  This session provided staff with 
insights into how students learn most effectively and how teachers 
can be more intentional in their planning to achieve increased 
student performance.   During the second session, faculties worked 
to finalise Learning Tasks for their reports and the third session 
saw the Literacy Improvement Teacher, Mr Ashley work with the 
Learning Specialists Team to deliver an engaging session on 
‘Language and Literacy Across Faculties – using Explicit Teaching’.  
Overall, the day was very productive with a great level of positive 
interaction by the staff.

Student Course Selections 
Over the past couple of weeks, Year 9, 10 and 11 students have 
been supported through information workshops and counselling 
sessions to make informed individual choices for their prospective 
studies and pathways for 2020.  Thank you to the Year Level, 
Faculty and MIPS Teams for working with our students.  I would 
encourage every family to engage in this process with their children 
to maximise opportunities for success. 

Parent Opinion Survey
Approximately 30 per cent of parents have been invited to 
participate in this year’s Parent Opinion Survey. All responses to 
the survey are anonymous.  The survey has now been
extended to Monday 19th August and we would really appreciate 
parents completing the survey, either online or using the hardcopy 
which was sent home with students.  The survey results will be 
reported back to the school at the end of September and we will 
communicate the results through the Annual Report to School 
Council. 

And finally….
I would like to inform the college community, that after a recent 
interview with the South Western Victorian region, I am delighted 
to announce that my Principal contract has been renewed for 
another five years.  I look forward to working with our wonderful 
staff, students and families where there is much goodwill, talent 
and energy ensuring we achieve the best possible outcomes for our 
future here at Braybrook College.

Kelly Panousieris

During Week 3 of Term 3, 
Braybrook College celebrated 
NAIDOC Week, an occasion 
for all Australians to come 
together to celebrate the history, 
culture and achievements 

of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people - the oldest continuing cultures on 
the planet. On Tuesday the 30th July all Year 
8 students participated in a program called 
“Aborginal For A Day” with presenters from 
‘Western Creations’. The activities the 
students participated in included Aboriginal 
Art, Aboriginal Dance and Aboriginal 
Culture/Storytelling. All Braybrook College 
students were also treated to a traditional 
performance and Acknowledgement of 
Country presented by ‘Big Al’, ‘Azza’ and 
‘Pancakes’ from ‘Western Creations’.

NAIDOC WEEK 
CELEBRATIONS 



Well done David

DEBATING  

The senior debating season concluded on August 
7th. As with all year-long commitments, it has been 
a roller coaster of emotions as the teams have 
gone through the highs and lows of the season. 
This year, our students have shown an exceptional 
amount of grit and resilience, with many students 
juggling other commitments and still maintaining 
their dedication to debating. In a fitting end, all 
three teams won their respective debates in the 
final round to give Braybrook a clean sweep and 
a stellar finish.

A Grade – John Paul Tran, Michelle Ko, 
Steven Banh, Arif Jakupi, Timothy Han
The Year 12s, ably assisted by Year 11 John Paul, 
concluded their distinguished career with their 
best debate yet. Having made it to the Top 8 in the 
competition last year, the Year 12s were unable to 
repeat the exceptional feat, but proudly hold the 
record of being the first Braybrook team to ever 
qualify for the finals. In their last secret topic, the 
Year 12 team argued against the practicality of 
all environmental groups focusing on one issue 
at a time, once more demonstrating the depth 
and maturity of their understanding. In a debate 
judged with high scores all around, Arif Jakupi 
earned the Best Speaker award and the team 
ended their season with a win. For these students, 
this concludes a 4-year run and rise to the top.
Season Record: 3 Wins, 2 Losses

C Grade – Shauna Murtagh, Alfa Joe, 
Rebecca Nguyen, John Kheitu
Having a more stellar run to the Top 4 last year, 
the Year 10s encountered more difficulties this 
year as team members threw themselves at 
every opportunity. Despite clashes with work 
experience and sports tryouts, the Year 10s pulled 
through and assembled for every round, showing 
determination against the challenges they faced. 
In the final round, the team was awarded a win by 
forfeit, and in a subsequent mock debate Alfa Joe 
showed her talent and resilience by earning the 
Best Speaker award.
Season Record: 3 Wins, 2 Losses

D Grade – Marko Cukanic, Emily Nguyen, 
Quynh Tran
Continuing their unbeaten streak stretching 
back to the Junior Schools Program, the Year 9 
team entered the final round as the top-ranked 
team with a spot in the finals series up for grabs. 
Arguing on the topic of whether refugees should 
receive full welfare benefits, the team worked 
extensively to prepare a fair and practical model. 
With Marko Cukanic making his debut, the Year 9 
team stood firm against skilled opponents. They 
were awarded a decisive win, with Emily Nguyen 
earning the Best Speaker award. With that, the 
Year 9s have earned Braybrook a spot in the finals 
playoff for the second year in a row. The campaign 
begins, and we aim to go one step further.
Season Record: 5 Wins, 0 Losses

David Nguyen - Debating Coordinator

Hanh, Lisa, Mesi, Phuong and Teresa, 
students of the Year 12 Community 
Services class, have been working closely 
with the Duke St Community House to 
create a small free market event, “Don’t 
Trash it, Treasure it!”  Our weekly visits 
have involved learning about community 
development and planning and organising 
the upcoming event. This one-day 
event runs on the 21st September 2019,  
encouraging everyone in the community 
to donate and recycle their unwanted 
goods, in an attempt to reduce the 
amount of rubbish going into landfill. 
Everyone is welcome to come and pick up 
some new treasures donated by others! 
We are currently seeking donations so if 
you have unwanted items at home, don’t 
throw them away. Donate them! You can 
donate them at Braybrook College in the 
Staffroom and the VCE Centre or at 27 
Duke Street, Sunshine.  Keep your eye out 
for the flyers around school for updates! 
For more information, contact (03) 9311 
9973 or email dukest@dsch.org.au.  

Remember to save the environment 
by reducing rubbish – Donate, Share, 
Recycle and Reuse! Thank you! 

Phuong Nguyen
Year 12 Community Services

DuKE STREET
 FREE MARKET

The Plain English Speaking Award is a public speaking event that 
gives students the opportunity to voice their opinions on issues of 
their choice, raising their thoughts and ideas honestly and directly. 
Contestants are also challenged with an impromptu topic.

The first regional round was held at Caroline Chisholm Catholic 
College on 30th May, featuring Braybrook students Georgia 
Tsobanis and Michelle Ko against students from three other 
schools. Georgia finished as runner-up, and was awarded a 
wildcard entry into the semi-final held at the Department of 
Education and Training on 21st June.

Georgia’s prepared speech on the topic of “A dangerous screen 
parasite sucking teenagers of their wellbeing”, in which she warned 
of the epidemic of addiction to technology and social media and its 
impact on “screenagers”, was widely praised by the judges.

PLAIN ENgLISh 
SPEAKINg 
AWARD

DRAMA VICTORIA FESTIVAL
The Drama Victoria Festival in 2019 was an event of celebration, honour 
and recognition of the First Nations People of Australia. Various secondary 
schools participated in workshops held in a selection of Universities and 
presented with a “stimulus” to create a drama piece within our respective 
schools. The stimulus presented this year was a performance and art piece 
that had great significance in terms of the Stolen Generations.

Our school had a certain process in making our performance piece. After 
receiving our stimulus we got straight to brainstorming and workshopping. 
We used the main themes from the stimulus as well as things that stuck 
out to us throughout our university workshop day. We created lists and 
brainstormed ideas of events that had occurred, emotions that were felt and 
surrounding thoughts on such themes. Through this brainstorm, we were able 
to begin our research. We knew that such a topic of the Stolen Generations 
was important to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community, so we 
wanted to make sure that the story we were going to tell was respectful, 
accurate and impactful for them, the audience and us as the performers.

Personally, we wanted to use a true story from someone who actually suffered 
through the Stolen Generations. We chose to tell the story of Ruth, a young 
girl that because of the Stolen Generations, was separated from her mother 
and forced into a time of captivity. We wanted to showcase one specific story 
of one of the children taken during this time as well as those around them who 
were affected to put emphasis on the individuals and not the great majority. 
With this story, it was very similar to many others but so different in terms of 
who suffered and how they suffered. By presenting “Ruth’s Story”, we as 
the performers were able to project the great amount of impact this single-
story had on us and hopefully make a greater impression on the audience in 
combination with the knowledge they have of the said majority. We wanted 
to acknowledge and honour the majority as well as the many individuals past, 
present and emerging.

Vaiui Penaia - Year 10 

On Thursday 1st August, 264 students represented 
Braybrook College in the Australian Maths Competition.  
This competition involves tens of thousands of students from 
all over Australia, Asia and New Zealand and is the largest of its 
kind in the world.

Students are awarded certificates based on their level of 
achievement: participation, proficiency, credit, distinction, high 
distinction and prize.

We wish them the best of luck in this endeavour.

2019 MATHS COMPETITION

Georgia Tsobanis (Year 11) achieved a 
3rd place finish in the semi-final of the 
VCAA Plain English Speaking Award.



VCE / VET
MuSIC INDuSTRY 

The Year 11 VCE VET Music Industry students recently 
completed a workshop using the Ableton software.   
The workshop was run by Memphis from The Push – a 
community music group.   Students learned to use the 
software to create Loops and were shown how to add 
additional instruments into their chosen pieces.   This is 
an Industry Standard software package so it was great 
to see the students learning how to use this as it will be 
useful for their future employment.

Ms Archer and Mr Harris 

Over the past few weeks, a group of students from Years 8, 10 and 
11 and I have been attending a program organised by the Western 
Bulldogs called ‘Leaders of the Pack’. The program is on every 
Monday from 4 pm to 6 pm. Girls from a CALD background work 
with members from the Western Bulldogs Community Foundation to 
develop leadership skills through a variety of workshops. Each session 
is arranged differently with varying activities, including meditation, 
football skills and different exercises such as running, jumping and 
planking. We have also had two guest speakers who came and 
spoke to us about our health and wellbeing and how we should take 
care of ourselves. The program also provides us with a light meal to 
‘keep us going’. We were also given an opportunity to pick a jumper 
design, which is very exciting for all of us! We will be wearing this at 
the Western Bulldogs Football Festival on 7th September, when we 
will be playing on the oval during half time. Overall, I think it is a great 
organization and a good opportunity to make many new friends from 
around the community and to further develop our skills as ‘Leaders 
of the Pack’. 

Biak Cenhrang    10G

WESTERN BULLDOGS 
LEADERS OF THE PACK

DuKE STREET
 FREE MARKET

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS’
CULTURAL EXCURSION

The annual excursion for all International Students this 
year was held on the 14th of June at the Weribee Zoo. 
We were so delighted to be a part of this special event as 
the Assistant Principals, Sub-school Leaders, Year Level 
Coordinators, together with teachers, came to share this 
great joy with us.
 
During the excursion, the atmosphere was very cheerful 
as we made new friends, explored more about Australian 
animals and enjoyed lots of food. This annual event is a 
great opportunity for us to have some time off and relax 
after the tiring mid-year exams.
 
At the end of the day, we all came home with big smiles 
on our faces since the excursion has enriched the 
connections between students and teachers. Such firm 
support from our teachers as well as friends has certainly 
helped relieve our homesickness and loneliness during 
our time studying abroad. We would like to say thank you 
to the International Student Coordination team as well as 
other staff for putting such effort into organizing such a 
meaningful event for us.
 
Thao Dao – Year 11

CELEBRATING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

It was standing room only on 
Wednesday 19th June, for the Mid-
Year VCE Music Performance. The 
Year 11 and 12 Music students 
showcased the wide variety of 
music studied this year, astounding 
the crowd with their performances 
of country, rock, soul, pop and 
reggae fusion. Students performed 
to a full house of parents, friends, 
ex-students and college staff, 
who clearly enjoyed the evening’s 
performances. I would like to thank 
our specialist instrumental music 
staff, Ms Mills, Mr Polec, Mr Taylor 
and Mr Grech, for all of their hard 
work and help in making the night a 
great success.

Pepe Gillies - Music and 
Instrumental Music Coordinator

MID-YEARVCE MuSIC PERFORMANCE

Early in Term 3, the college celebrated 
the Semester 1 efforts of many of our 
students.  Luncheons were held to 
reward students who demonstrated a 
strong and consistent dedication to their 
studies.  It is hoped that this commitment 
and conscientiousness continues and 
that they maintain their work ethic so that 
they can achieve every possible success.



∑∑∑

To commemorate their final year, the 
class of 2019 glammed up for the 
Annual Braybrook College Formal held 
at Lakeside Banquet & Convention 
Centre on 29th June.  Looking stunning, 
Year 12 students celebrated a busy 
first semester and reconnected with 
past students from the cohort.   Staff 
and students lit up the dance floor!  
The photo booth was very popular and 
everyone had a great night.  As usual, 
the venue management was astounded 
by the calibre of the young people at our 
college.

I would like to thank Ms.Osmani & 
Ms.Gunter for their assistance in 
organising the event and Ruby for her 
decorations.   Our gratitude also goes 
to the staff that attended on the night to 
help make this a memorable occasion. 

Tania Gadea
Senior Sub-School Leader

BRAYBROOK 
GOES FORMAL

HOUSE POINTS
UPDATE

CENTAUR 1174

PHOENIX 1105

GRYPHON 1041

PEGASUS 820

YEAR 7 STUDENTS 2020
LITERACY TEST

Students starting at Year 7 next year must at-
tend ONE of the following sessions at the Col-
lege Library:

• Monday 23rd September, 2019 
10.00am - 11.30am

• Thursday 26th September, 2019  
10.00am - 11.30am

• Monday 7th October, 2019  
4.45pm - 5.15pm

Students from Harvester Primary School and  
Sunshine North Primary School DO NOT need 
to attend any of these sessions (other arrange-
ments will be made).

VCE 2020 
SCHOLARSHIP

In 2020, Braybrook College will be awarding four VCE Academic Excellence 
Scholarships valued at $1,000 each (over 2 years) for students entering Year 11.  
These scholarships will be awarded on the basis of Academic Excellence and are 
being sponsored by the School Council.

Successful applicants will receive $500 at the commencement of their Year 11 studies 
to go towards school expenses. Another $500, will be issued at the commencement 
of the recipient’s Year 12 studies at the college.   Application forms are available from 
Ms Bailey.

APPLICATIONS ARE DUE TO BRAYBROOK COLLEGE BY 
FRIDAY 18th OCTOBER, 2019


